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1. RESEARCH ARGUMENT AND OBJECTIVES 
  

There isn’t for anyone unknown tha fact that the exist from communism has created 

enough difficulties for our Church ancestral ministry; It was not as easy as it was thought at 

the end of 1989, when the communist regime fell. The return to normality of our church 

ministry - although communist presses have not acted anymore - was hindered by many 

reflexes, not negative ones as a sharp attitude of distrust in their own ways, which made it to 

be seen as dependent yet to the political order; if not available, even partly subservient, in 

order not to mind the rulers of the time. 

If we were to use the words of Andrei Plesu, the quite prolonged transition - it is about 

the last 25 years! - from totalitarian communism to what might be called a state of law, it 

turned out to be for the entire Romanian society – hence for our ancient Church - "a period of 

misguided nostalgia." In order to be better understood, the reminded author refers to the glass 

of Braga in childhood, replaced by the new refreshing drinks; "Braga looked unattractive, but 

the taste was good. The transition has a full package of promises, but leaves a sour taste of 

stale champagne."(Andrei Plesu Comedii la porţile Orientului(Comedy at the gates of the 

Orient). Ed.Humanitas, Bucharest, 2005, p. 213.) 

The Romanian Orthodox Church was not excepted by these bitter or sour tastes and its 

faithful servants, as frequently - in contempt stupid or malevolence of the Orthodox faith - 

have been accused of being the main cause of backwardness and attitude which manifests 

sons of this nation to the post-modernist and post-communist challenges, failing to find 

solutions that the rest of Europe is expecting. Simply the Romanian adamism, who "is our 

regional seal" is because we can start things, but do not manage to complete them, seeming 

permanently and with every more crucial every opportunity to be "condemned to always take 

things from the beggining, to attack impulsively and quickly abandon. We die in the 

anterooms. Impatient, covetous, exuberant we move promising in the projects; but the 

construction itself bores us. We always have relativistic arguments to abandon"- needs to 

diagnosticate our way of being known as Romanian literary person. 

To refer to our ethnic and cultural fabric - "We belong, alas, to everyone and to no 

one! Oppressed, mon cher, oppressed, orphans, but heroic. Bands for sacrifice. At the borders 

of Christendom, that is to be say. E.M. Cioran knew what he was saying after the earthquake 

in the year 1977: Nous sommes mal places!" (we are wrong places) – ot to the chances that 

history  gave or annihilated us that I listed as nation in this" crossroads of interests of great 

empires"- ”We are surviving inconsolable in the history’s kitchen, as an inventory of 
appetizing ingredients that are not readily becoming dough. Too diverse, we want to integrate 

ourselves dignifying and lucrative, but we do not know where to start" – it would not be a 

solution; it does not offer a solution to us, and we do not need excuses as long as we are asked 

to be in step with the times in which we live. From here springs and this legitimate question: 

Despite these accusations, the ministry of our church can provide a solution to the biggest 

problems that our society is facing in terms of philanthropic and humanitarian? 

  

2. THE RELEVANCE OF THE TOPIC IN TODAY’S THEOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH 

  
A quick look over the bimillenary ministry of the Church of Christ - first to establish 

charities since the century it has acquired freedom to confess Christ, that is in the fourth 

century by St. Basil’s contribution; this great bishop, teacher and pastor of the church is due 
to settling of the first orphanages, asylums and hospitals for the poor, Christian charity work 

in which he trained believers and servants, but also those who represented the political 

authorities of the Eastern Roman Empire in that time. He was added St. John Chrysostom, 
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who -in Antioch, Syria - fed at lunch time over 2,000 poor and helpless people, or one that 

were ailing and alone. And in the sixth century St. John the Merciful set - in Christ's Church 

in Alexandria parties - the former maternity hospitals, which he mentained with the wheat 

from the fertile valley of the Nile. 

Over the years this work was continued; a great role in this regard starring 

monasteries, communities that – as Fr Dumitru Popescu says - continued the service model of 

the first Christian community in Jerusalem, which we read in Acts that was made up of those 

who "sold their goods and possessions and distributed them to all, as everyone had need"(2, 

45). We can not say that the parish communities have played a minor role, if we consider the 

many canonical ordinances regulating philanthropic activity; do not forget that St. Lawrence, 

deacon, sold the church liturgical vessels where he served, in order to redeem from slavery 

some Christians captured by barbarians. Even the ministry of deaconesses target this 

philanthropic activity among women, which is why we can not forget the beautiful pages of 

the writer Henrik Sinkievicz Quo vadis, in which is described a part in this charitable activity. 

Our Orthodox Monasteries were also places of refuge; those wanted by authorities 

could find refuge in them, as in ancient Israel were "cities of refuge" that we read about: 

"When you go over Jordan into the land of Canaan, choose your cities to be cities that have 

refuge where he can escape, the killer who murdered a man unwittingly. And these cities will 

be refuge for the one who avenges - applying the law of retaliation, that is, tooth for tooth, eye 

for eye, nn - Bloodshed in order that cannot be killed the one who killed him before he stands 

trial in front of the congregation "(Numbers 35: 11-12). This regime was respected even by 

barbarians; and in the last century - the twentieth century - even totalitarian communist 

regime. When no one wanted to respect this status of monasteries, enshrined for centuries, 

these hearths of faith and prayer were abolished. 

Reestablishment of old monasteries, setting up new ones and diversification of 

ministry in parishes it also led to pastoral and missionary responsibility growth towards 

philanthropic service requirements of these communities. Memorable are the words of 

Blessed Patriarch Teoctist fully asleep – in the Episcopal Cathedral of Curtea de Arges, on 

May 30, 1999 - by which highlighted new pastoral responsibility of the church servants: 

"Priests are called to do their duty to their altars abundantly; to serve the faithful, as the Savior 

of the people served people in His time, to care for sick children, the poor and the elderly. 

They must always work to plant the dignity, honor and justice in Romanian souls and combat 

abuses, sins and evils in our society... And all of us to examine always in the evening or in our 

moments of silence, to see what gifts of the Holy Spirit we have and how we give them to 

others. It is our highest mission, as Orthodox Christians ... "(† Teoctist, Pe treptele slujirii 

creştine, Vol. X, Ed. Bible Mission Institute of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Bucharest, 

2001, pp. 130- 131). 

Another time our blessed Patriarch in memory, showed that every son of our Church 

"at the location  is, must be very careful to preserve the beauty of our Orthodoxy. Everyone, 

not just priests, but believers, intellectuals and academics, philosophers; not only with name 

and not only protocolled to come to church; but to live (the worship faith, being permanent in, 

n.n.) Church, to live its truths, not to find excuses to say: Here I am Orthodox, I can not go to 

church in such an   incense and candles and gathering a lot of believers. For when they say 

something like this, is done a disservice, bring a robbery to the Orthodox Christian name, 

which is a very beautiful name, because Christian is the name of our kinship with Jesus 

Christ, Christian (means) bearer of God" (Ibid, p. 137); In this the love of God must confess. 

Adding to the above, we can say that we can fulfill our philanthropic service - a true liturgy in 

the service of our neighbor, that the ministry of Christ the hungry, naked, sick and oppressed 

by the hardships of life, which is reflected in every brother of ours that was in that situation - 
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and as Christian doctors, economists Christians, Christian teachers like Professor Teodor M. 

Popescu said since the interwar period. 

Many of these philanthropic ministries - from chroniclers writing in the Romanian 

Regions - are reflected in many literary works that enrich the language of this blessed nation; 

For this reason we can not fully agree with Andrei Plesu, when he writes that " not the 

Sagittarius - with eyes on the target - is the emblem of the Balkans zodiac (which we are 

included in, although we are north of the Danube river, n.n.), but Aries, spurting blindly 

forward, the founder furor; and possibly perch on the fence" (Andrei Plesu, p. 194). We are 

rather - due to fluctuations in this part of the world - subject to "wave chart" that determines 

"inner dynamics type of breathing. Consumerist expansion periods alternate with periods of 

right concentration." For this reason - after communist constraints - it is natural to expect the 

return of our church ministry that it practiced before the apearance of communism. Hence this 

paradox "apparently irreducible alternating patterns (that) expresses something of the local 

nature: the ability to spend, patiently, between empires, combining, multicultural, post-

modernity with archaic, pending - ancient – of North-Atlantic alignment... "(Andrei Plesu, p. 

195). 

This research was first suggested to me by the writing of Mihail Sadoveanu, related by 

it great Dumbrava where our monastery works - located near the hamlet Buciumeni between 

Rădăşeni and Fălticeni – in which it operates a home for the elderly; the care for the elderly or 

with varying degrees of difficulty motor constituting one side of philanthropic and missionary 

service to our Church, both at the parish level and in the monasteries or religious 

establishments. 

But what the great poet Mihai Eminescu said: "In the history of the modern world 

peoples, particularly worthy of wonder is the fate of the Romanian nation! From the 

beginning surrounded by powerful neighbors in the secular struggle with them, and then 

subjected to several trunks torn, not once she was on the brink; not once its existence and 

even its name was on the eve of being erased from the book of humanity; and - a strange fact - 

precisely in those moments of pain when her sons the most energetic, the most full of faith in 

the vitality of Romanian nation were desperate, then Providence took by the hand the 

Romanian nation, removing it from all perils and younger and elevated it stronger than it had 

been before the clock of destruction. We the Romanians have no right to claim that - at the 

mouth of the Lower Danube - we were given a new mission to be accomplished? "(Sandu 

Tudor, Naţionalism românesc(Romanian nationalism), Ed. Eikon, Cluj-Napoca, 2013, pp. 71 

-72). Of course, we have a mission, a holy one, that was talking about hieromartyr Montanus 

of Sirmium: To praise God in Romanian language! 

To achieve this research I focused on several issues. First I thought it ought to be 

granted an interest to the way there were considered the church leaders in fulfillment of their 

ministry, especially in the last two centuries, and how this is reflected in the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries and literature of the past two decades of freedom; even if some have 

emphasized more humorous aspects or traits related to humanism and not their hieratism. 

No less what is the place of Christian traditions and customs of the earth, heresies and 

superstitions - not without a link with the sacred and its importance in personal life and 

community - found in traditional communities, but also nowadays. All these, of course, 

reflecting the truth that the Orthodox Christian faith was and is - as Mircea Eliade said - not 

just a phenomenon, but a real fact of life; and it therefore found place in many literary works. 

We have not proposed an exhaustive examination, but one that provides good 

examples; I added to these two case studies. The first is devoted to the way it was presented 

the missionary service of monasteries - especially the confessors of the monasteries - during 

communism, that in those years when many of these oases of service and prayer were 

abolished by the unfortunate decree 410/1959; the second one is devoted to mirroring in the 
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recent literature the missionary service during communism at the parish level, but also after 

december 1989. 

We need these case studies to convince ourselves that in our literary writings -  from 

yesterday and nowaday - there are many testimonies of missionary service and charity of our 

Church; but many aspects of this activity which require improvement, updated. Shortly, we 

must - analyzing and evaluating this service - take into account, first, the way it is understood 

and accepted the ministry of our Church from those to whom it is addressed; Only then we 

will be safe from the temptation to declare ourselves misunderstood and misinterpreted. 

  

3.  BRIEF BACKGROUND OF THIS STUDY WORK 
  

The work consists of an introduction and five chapters (The mission of the Church 

and its philanthropic ministry reflected in the recent literature, The missionary and charity 

service of our ancestors’ Church, Christian life. Traditions and superstitions related to 

it, Pastoral Care in the communist era, The Church's mission and its philanthropic ministry 

reflected in the recent literature), followed by conclusions. Treatment of the areas assessed is 

balanced, shown in a cursive style and following the logic proposed missionary approach and 

methodology for developing a PhD project respecting scientific instruments by reference to a 

number of specific methods of this kind of research (systematic, historical-critical, etc.). 

In Chapter I it referes to model of Christian community in Jerusalem - in which the 

sanctifying ministry was merged with charity, since breaking of bread was followed by 

sharing of various goods to the poor - followed by the organization of all communities of 

local Churches, Apostle Paul showing aa a tiredless supporter of Christian mutual aid both 

within the Christian communities and between communities of local Churches in permanent 

connection with the Church of Jerusalem. 

The Holy Fathers in the golden century of the Christian Church, Saint Basil the 

Great in Caesarea and St. John Chrysostom in Antioch and Constantinople expanded the 

dimensions of this double ministry of sanctification and of mutual help with the first 

settlements of philanthropic social and medical assistance - orphanages, hospitals and nursing 

homes and for organizing agape but poor; St. John Chrysostom in Antioch, who fed two 

thousand people daily. To this new initiative will be added Saint John the Merciful, who will 

hold in Egypt early Christian maternities and earn them with garners of Church. Thus, as St. 

John Damascene emphasized in his conversation with the Muslim Arabs, serving the Church 

came to be emblematic for the philanthropic service, and this mirroring novelty that Christ has 

brought to the world. 

In Chapter II, it highlights our ancient Church's ministry reflected in chroniclers’ 
literature, in chronic of Marcus Bandinus and in writing Dimitrie Cantemir's Descrierea 

Moldovei (Moldova’s description); through these testimonies confirming the truth that 
Romanian Orthodox from the begining fulfilled the missionary and philanthropy service 

within the nation it was born, helping it for the affirmation among peoples of Europe and the 

cultivation of national culture, given that the first Literary creations belong to our Church 

hierarchy and Biblia de la Bucureşti (the Bible from Bucharest), the most important document 

of the late eighteenth century in literary language. It is more than eloquent the fact that 

Dosoftei, Metropolitan of Moldova, which is awarded the first literary writing, is also creator 

of liturgical language is Romanian, so the Romanian people being among the first European 

nations that have their own liturgical language. 

In Chapter II, otherwise the densest in the amount of information presented after 

research it is shown the important role of monasteries in defense of the faith, guiding 

believers by the great spiritual guidance fathers priests that lived in monasteries, as well as 

language cultivation and national culture, do not forget that the first schools were founded in 
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monasteries for training church servants. In the monasteries were also copied manuscripts, 

were adorned books and fine arts have developed headed by sculpture and architecture; This 

explains why in the Romanian territory has been a less common phenomenon than elsewhere: 

the monks and nuns were not far from the troubles of the nation. On the contrary, they 

monasteries fell in hermitages to help the ailing nation; Ceahlău monks by theirown went 
down to the Văratec, Agapia from the hill got to Agapia down to the valley, and while some 
have chosen as places of prayer Sihastria and Sihla, others remained at Gura Secului 

(Secului’mouth), where the revolutionary events of 1921 will work out in defense of the 

people. 

In this chapter is highlighted the role of parish ministry in asserting our Church. 

Each village or ancient settlement and took its pastor, who accompanied his parishioners both 

in times of joy and in times of sorrow. If in „Fraţii Jderi” the author emphasizes the role of 
monasteries gathered around their faithful patrons, in Baltagul it is mirrored the care of 

spiritual shepherds in the Christian communities. Vitoria Lipan’s itinerary is marked by faces 
of such ministers. Further on, it evokes a series of faces from both the church ministered in 

parishes and monasteries, confirming the Romanian adage saying as the priest like him the 

people are. The servants’example followed by faithful ones, which made this behavior to 
become one paradigmatic for believers of all ages. Fathers of monasteries urged them to 

prayer and holy life, and parish priests - married themselves and knowing the family troubles 

were a permanent urge to cultivate a holy Christian life model. 

In many of the literary creations we meet figures of ministers: Nicodim Jder parent 

scholar in Neamt Monastery, Popa Tanda from Săraceni, the father confessor of Vitoria 
Lipan, Părintele Ghermănuţă or nuns in the stories of Vasile Voiculescu. All of them conquer 
us not by their isolation from the normality of life, but by those that urge us to find in any 

falling of life a chance to spiritual ascension. 

In Chapter III it is outlined the salient way the nature is reflected in our ancestral 

link between faith and the beautiful Romanian traditions. In all seriousness pervades the same 

sapience, the same balance and the same optimism of life. Even when death is not regarded 

with horror but as a way expected and prepared; It is the crowning moment of all life 

endeavors coveted because we have occasions for fulfillment with Christ. The Romanian 

traditions, because of Christian faith, all of the things have an ordinance, this ordinance is 

enshrined by the entire universe, and the life of every community. As Vasile Băncilă has 
shown, timing is the mirror of this immutable order placed by the Creator. 

Seeking to highlight the Romanian cosmic dimension of Christianity – that Mircea 

Eliade was talking about - it is stressed that Romanian literature reflects the reality that the old 

pre-Christian heritages were preserved in Romanian spirituality; some with their apotropaic 

role, others reflecting the horror that people always lived during unleashing phenomena. The 

latter being the expression of disorder that brought sin and death into the world, who were 

defeated by Christ. This explains why Vitoria Lipan goes both to counsel the parent and the 

village witch to tell if the order of Nichifor was affected by any work of dark spirits. 

In Chapter IV it is highlighted the condition of the Church during communism, 

subject to a pronounced atheist ideology deconstruction operated. The competition between 

the communist ideology and the "ideology" of the Christian Gospel, the Church was a point of 

social stability in a society that is reinventing economically, politically and socially. In this 

context, the Church has played a key role in preaching the true faith, in cultivating an 

authentic experiences by supporting the ideal of holiness. By example Hadâmbu Monastery, 
whose role is emphasized in the writings of Father Constantin Nonea, Christian values and 

mentality remained alive in people's daily experience. 
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In Chapter V is highlighted in a methodological logic the mission of the Church and 

her philanthropic service reflected in the recent literature. Our attention is centered on faith 

and love of neighbor on pastoral coordinates, as mentioned in the recent literature. 

In conclusions it is pointed out that the Romanian literature, the whole of it is the 

best archive which preserves documents, deeds, thoughts, attitudes and descriptions, which 

assures us of the truth that the Romanian people was born Christian and has always had our 

Church ancient - so as the great poet Mihai Eminescu shows - as patronizing and spiritual 

mother. The need to know and understand this truth at the beginning of the third millennium, 

is far by imperious requirements to rediscover the depths of our faith and the role of protector 

which the Church had on this nation, being the closest and supporting it in the hardest 

moments of its history. In fact, this is the priority and missionary of the times in which we 

live: to rediscover the sacrificial love that our nation Church had for all its sons. 
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